
REGULATORY BODIES



DEFINITION

•  A regulatory body is a public authority or government 
agency responsible for exercising autonomous authority 
over some areas of human activity in a regulatory or 
supervising capacity.
•  Regulatory body is the formal organization designated by 

an authorized government agency to implement the 
regulatory forms and process whereby order, consistency 
and control are brought to the profession and its practice.



VITAL ROLE OF REGULATORY BODY

• To ensure the public’s light to quality health care service. 
• To support and assist professional members.
• Set and enforce standards of nursing practice.  
• Monitor and enforce standards for nursing education. 
• Monitor and enforce standards of nursing practice. 
• Set the requirements for registration of nursing 

professionals



INTERNATIONAL COUNCIL FOR NURSES

• The international council of nurses, founded in 1899 by 
Mrs. Bedford Fenwick, is a federation of non- political and 
self- governing national nurses association. 
• The head quarters are in Geneva, Switzerland. 
• The main purpose of the ICN is to provide a mean through 

which the national associations can share their interest in 
the promotion of health and care of the sick.



•World’s first largest international organization for 
health.  
• Represents 16 million international nurses.  
• 130 national nurses organization.



OBJECTIVES OF ICN

• Sound health policies advancement of nursing knowledge, 
competent & satisfied workforce.



FUNCTIONS OF ICN

• To promote the development of strong national nurses 
associations. 
• To assist national nurses association to improve the 

standards of nursing and the competencies of nurses. 
• To assist national nurses associations to improve the status 

of nurses within their countries. 
• To serve as the authoritative voice for nurse and nursing 

internationally.



INDIAN NURSING COUNCIL:

• The Indian Nursing Council Was Authorized By The Indian 
Nursing Act Of 1947.  
• It was Established In 1949 To Providing Uniform Standards 

In Nursing Education And Reciprocity In Nursing 
Registration Through Out The Country. 
•  Nurses Registered In One State Were Not Necessarily 

Recognized For Registration In Another State Before This 
Time.



• AIM – To establish a uniform standard of training for nurses 
midwives and health visitors. 
• INC is a regulatory body for nurses and nursing education 

in India. 
• It is an autonomous body under the Government Of India, 

Ministry Of Health And Family Affairs.



MAIN GOALS

• To accomplish & evaluate a fixed standard of nursing education for 
the nurse midwife, auxiliary nurse – midwives and health visitors by 
performing regular appraisal
• To provide approval for registration of Indian and foreign nurses 

having foreign nursing qualification
• To frame nursing syllabus rules and regulations
• To provide guidelines for to state nursing councils, examination 

boards, state governments and central government to upgrade the 
nursing education with good standards of nursing care



• Power to withdraw the recognition of qualification under 
section 14 of the act stands 
• In case the institution fails to maintain its standards under 

section 14(1)(b)



PURPOSES OF INC

• Uniform standards of education nurses registration of 
foreign nurses Indian nursing register
• To formulate a national policy for training and practice
• To describe the syllabus
• To conduct inspections of training institutions



AMENDMENT OF THE ACT OF INC

• A proposal is to be sent to the government of India, 
ministry of health & family welfare
• The above ministry will consult the ministry of law
• Then cabinet ( legal cell)
• Lok sabha
• Rajyasabha
• Gazetted and notified



FUNCTIONS OF INC

• It provide uniform standards of in nursing education and 
reciprocity in nursing registration. 
• It has authority to prescribe curriculum for nursing 

education in all states. 
• It has authority to recognize programme for nursing 

education or to refuse recognition of a programme if it did 
not meet the standards required by the council.



• To provide the registration of foreign nurses and for the 
maintenance of the Indian nurses register. 
• The INC authorizes state nurses registration council and 

examining board to issue qualifying certificates.



STATE NURSING COUNCIL

• The SNC is constituted in respective states
• Aim: To regulate better training for nurses, midwives and 

health visitors



SALIENT FEATURES

• Autonomous body
• Compulsory registration process for all nurses & midwives
• Has provision to elect their own representative of the state
• Regulates nursing education: curriculum & examinations
• Has provision to recognize the educational institutes and 

withdraw of recognition



FUNCTIONS OF SNC

• Registration
• Examination
• Name change, change of 

address
• Inspections
• Maintenance of registers

• Additional qualifications
• Renewal of registration
• Reciprocal registration
• Abroad verification
• Publication
• Research
• In-service education
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